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member of the Board (minister) in charge of competition  
and anti-trust regulation 
Nurlan Aldabergenov

Born on november 19, 1962.  
In 1984 graduated from Almaty Architecture and Civil Engi-
neering Institute. 
In 1987 graduated moscow Institute of Civil Engineering 
(postgraduate course).  
In 2005 graduated from the University named after  
Kunaev D.A.  Holds a PhD in Economics. 

 �\Since 1991 – Director of Department in Agency of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan for regulation natural monopolies and competi-
tion protection in the city of Alma-Ata.
 �\Since 2004 – First Deputy Chairman of Agency of the Republic 

of Kazakhstan for natural monopoly regulation.
 �\Since 2007 – Chairman Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan 

for natural monopoly regulation.
 �\On February 1, 2012 was appointed member of the Eurasian 

Economic Commission Board (minister) in charge of Competi-
tion and antimonopoly regulation.

member of the Board (minister) in charge of Energy  
and Infrastructure   
Danial Akhmetov 

Born on June 15, 1954. 
In 1976 graduated from Pavlodar Industry Institute.  
Holds a PhD in Economics, academician.

 �\2001 – 2003 – governor of the Pavlodar region.
 �\2003 – 2007 – Prime minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
 �\2007 – 2009 – minister of Defense of the Republic of Kazakh-

stan.
 �\In December 2010 became CEO of a private company dealing 

with green power generation. 
 �\On February 1, 2012 was appointed member of the Eurasian 

Economic Commission Board (minister) in charge of Energy and 
Infrastructure. 

member of the Board (minister) in charge of Technical Regu-
lation  
Valery Koreshkov

Born on January 3, 1953.  
In 1975 graduated from minsk High Engineer anti-aircraft 
rocket college.  
In 1991 finished program for experts in quality systems (Eng-
land). Holds a PhD in Technical Sciences. 

 �\1992 – 2006 – chairman of the Committee for standardization, 
metrology, and certification under the Council of ministers of the 
Republic of Belarus. 
 �\1997 – Deputy Chairman of Work group for standardization 

in EEC Un. 
 �\2006 – 2011 – Chairman of the State Committee for Standard-

ization of the Republic of Belarus.
 �\During 10 years was chairman of intergovernmental Council 

for standardization, metrology and certification of CIS countries.
 �\On February 1, 2012 was appointed member of the Eurasian 

Economic Commission Board (minister) in charge of Technical 
Regulation.

member of the Board (minister) in charge  
of Customs Cooperation 
Vladimir Goshin

Born on August 31, 1962.  
In 1984 graduated from minsk State Pedagogical Institute of 
foreign languages. 
In 1999 graduated from Customs Academy of Russia. Holds 
master’s degree in juridical science. 

 �\Since 1998 – Deputy Chairman of the State Customs Commit-
tee of the Republic of Belarus.
 �\Since 2008 – First Deputy Chairman of the State Customs 

Committee of the Republic of Belarus.
 �\Since 2011 – Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 

of the Republic of Belarus in India. 
 �\On February 1, 2012 was appointed member of the Eurasian 

Economic Commission Board (minister) in charge of Customs 
Cooperation.
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tHe customs union and tHe 
single economic space  as 
intEgral parts of thE global 
Economy 

The Customs Union and the Single Economic Space  
in the global landscape 

The Customs Union and the Single Economic 
Space in the global landscape

Regional integration has become the 
world’s response to the global financial crisis. 
Elimination of barriers and restrictions, and 
the creation of single market are the only driv-
ers that can make an impulse for new life of the 
world economy. 

All over the world countries are faced with a 
pragmatic choice on the basis of economic mo-
tivation: whether to try and minimize economic 
risks on their own or within the framework of 
a union. 

The CU member states  (Belarus, Kazakh-
stan and Russia) chose to establish an economic 
union. The decision to do so was based on the 
understanding that, once united, the three 
countries would be able not only to reduce the 
negative effects of global turbulence, but also to 
strengthen their positions on external markets. 

The Customs Union and the Single Eco-
nomic Space are open to membership of other 
countries that share goals (targets) of the union 
and are prepared to take over the commitments 
deriving from that membership. The Kyrgyz 
Republic filed a request to start negotiations to 
join the CU, and in 2012 the negotiations be-
gan. Other members of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States have also expressed interest 
in cooperation with the CU and the SES. 

The new CIS Free Trade Agreement, signed 
on October 18, 2011, is currently the institu-
tional basis for economic cooperation between 
the Customs Union and CIS member States.

non-CIS countries generate 80% of CU 
and SES foreign trade. As such, the economic 
interests of the CU and SES are not limited to 
the CIS.

In their trade relations with third countries 
and international organizations the CU adhere 
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to a multidimensional policy.  meanwhile  both 
eastern and western directions of economic co-
operation are of equal importance.

A partnership between the CU member 
states and European countries seems to natu-
rally complement each other. The European 
Union is a strategic trading partner for the CU 
and SES member states, generating about half 
of CU and SES foreign trade. 

Today the potential of the Asia-Pacific Re-
gion (APR) as a trading partner is also increas-
ing. The development of trade relationship be-
tween the CU and SES and the APR in future 
previews the establishment of free trade regime.

Free trade area agreements are becom-
ing an important component of the interna-
tional trading system and their number has 
been growing steadily over the past years. FTA 
agreements are becoming a new and an efficient 
tool for activization of bilateral trade, economic 
and investment cooperation.

The CU and the SES approach to free trade 
is not limited to the elimination of customs 

tariffs, but also aims to simplify application of 
technical regulations, sanitary and phytosani-
tary controls, and facilitate access to infrastruc-
ture, construction and technology projects.

As of mid-2012 about 35 countries and re-
gional associations had expressed their interest 
in establishing free trade areas with the Cus-
toms Union member states. The Commission is 
currently developing a system of criteria to help 
set priorities in negotiations of this kind. 

The CU and the SES as part of a multilateral trading 
system. Russia’s accession to the WTO

The CU and the SES as part of a multilateral 
trading system. Russia’s accession to the WTO.

The date when The Treaty on the 
Functioning of the Customs Union within the 
Framework of the multilateral Trading System 
would come into effect was synchronized with 
the date when the first CU and SES member 
state  accedes to the WTO. 

Terms and conditions of the Treaty stipulates 
that from the moment when the first CU and 
SES member state  accedes to the WTO the legal 
framework of the CU will incorporate the WTO 
Agreements, the commitments specified in the 
protocol of  accession governing legal relations 
within the CU (in view of which regulatory 
powers was delegated powers to the bodies of 
the Commission), and legal relations regulated 
by the international agreements that form the 
contractual and legal framework of the CU.

Russia recently became the first of CU and 
SES member states to accede to the WTO. Rus-
sia’s membership creates certain advantages for 
the CU and the SES, but also leads to additional 
obligations. 

Certain Russia’s commitments on the acces-
sion to the WTO can be executed only through 
the Commission’s decision-making mechanism, 
thus ensuring that WTO requirements will de-
facto be met in full throughout the common CU 
and SES territory.

In particular, the Commission was vested 
with the the authority to conduct anti-dumping, 
countervailing and safeguard investigations, 
and to take appropriate steps to adequately de-
fend the interests of industries in CU member 
states. All investigations and related procedures 
will be carried out in compliance with WTO re-
quirements. 

The Commission does all the necessary 
work to meet Russia’s WTO commitments in 
the areas where CU member states have dele-
gated  their competence at a supranational level, 
namely the areas of tariff and non-tariff regula-
tion, customs administration, trade remedies, 
technical regulation (drafting and adopting 
CU technical regulations), sanitary and phyto-
sanitary measures, etc.
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towards eurasian  
economic union 

The next stage of Eurasian integration 
is the establishment of the Eurasian 
Economic Union

The next stage of Eurasian integration is the 
establishment of the Eurasian Economic Union. 

This objective was set by the Presidents of 
Belarus, Kazakhstan and Russia and is con-
tained in the Declaration on Eurasian Economic 
Integration of november 18, 2011. Achieve-
ment of the objective will require the creation of 
a new type of legislative framework. At present 
the regulatory-legal framework of the Customs 
Union and the Single Economic Space consists 
of over a hundred international treaties signed 
between 1995 and 2012. 

In order to produce a synchronized legal 
framework, the leaders of the three states have 
set a task to codify CU and SES laws and regu-
lations to lay the groundwork for the Treaty on 
the Eurasian Economic Union. 

Codification will improve applicability of 
the agreements between member states in areas 
such as macroeconomics, finance, trade and in-

vestment, transportation and energy, industry 
and agro-industry, and make them more sys-
tematic. This will also help to define the path to 
further Eurasian integration and the nature of 
future eurasian integration.
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contact information

Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission

 Chairman of the Board 
Viktor Khristenko 
Office: +7 (495) 662-56-95

 member of the Board (minister) 
in Charge of Integration and 
macroeconomics 
Tatiana Valovaya 
Office: +7 (495) 669-24-06

 member of the Board (minister) in charge 
of Economics and Financial Policy 
 Timur Suleimenov 
Office: +7 (495) 604-40-38  
ext. 2001

 member of the Board (minister) in charge 
of Industry and the Agro-industrial 
Complex 
Sergey Sidorsky 
Office: +7 (495) 669-24-08

 member of the Board (minister) in charge 
of Trade 
Andrey Slepnev 
Office: +7 (495) 669-24-09

 member of the Board (minister) in charge 
of Technical Regulation 
Valery Koreshkov 
Office: +7 (495) 604-40-38  
ext. 1077

 member of the Board (minister) in charge 
of Customs Cooperation 
Vladimir Goshin 
Office: +7 (495) 604-40-38  
ext. 3023 

 member of the Board (minister) in charge 
of Energy and Infrastructure 
Danial Akhmetov 
Office: +7 (495) 669-24-13  

 member of the Board (minister) in charge 
of Competition and Anti-trust Regulation 
Nurlan Aldabergenov 
Office: +7 (495) 604-40-38  
ext. 3015

 Press-service of the Eurasian Economic Commission

e-mail: press@eecommission.org

Tel: +7 (495) 669-24-00 ext. 4117

Web site of the Eurasian Economic Commission

www.eurasiancommission.org
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